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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to applicant's communication of February 26, 
2008. Original claims 1-23 are pending and have been examined. The rejections are 
stated below. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1 -23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Jancula [US Patent No. 7,266,684 B2] in view of Gross [US Patent No. 6,721,716 
B1]. 

4. Regarding claim 1, Jancula discloses a method comprising receiving login 
credentials from a user and, in response, logging a user into a financial management 
system; receiving a request from the user to access an account, wherein the request 
includes account identification information and account access information; obtaining 
user information from third parties using the received user information; authenticating 
the user's ability to access the account based on the obtained information, wherein 
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authenticating comprises verifying the user's identity by comparing user information 
received with user information obtained [Col. 5-6]. 

Jancula does not expressly disclose querying the user for user information; and if 
the user's identity is not authenticated, querying the user for additional user information. 
However Gross teaches the customer enters the particulars (i.e., account information) 
of his or her funding source to make electronic payments. The client application 
generates unique funding account information from the entered information. The client 
application then generates a payment certification string including a validation indicating 
portion from the unique funding account information, and sets the validation indicating 
portion to invalid (since it has not been confirmed). Once the payment certification string 
is created, the client application can use it to extract the unique funding account 
information as needed. The client application sends the extracted funding account 
information to the validation server over a secure electronic communication channel and 
the validation server confirms that the funding account information can be used to make 
an electronic payment from the source of funds. In a preferred embodiment, the 
validation server, by use of personal questions known only to the applicant, attempts to 
ensure that the funding account in fact belongs to the applicant [Col .4]. Gross teaches 
until the payment certification string is validated, the customer client software cannot 
use that funding source for payment. A warning may be given to the customer indicating 
this fact. In particular, if payments from the funding source are pending, the customer 
should be advised to cancel and then re-schedule those payments using the new 
payment certification string once it is validated [Col.4]. At the time of the invention one 
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would have been motivated to modify the disclosure of Jancula to include the teachings 
of Gross to obtain invention as specified in claim 1 . The rationale to combine the 
teachings would be to assure a secure and private connection, and transfer of 
information when conducting a transaction online. 

5. Regarding claim 2, Jancula discloses further comprising determining a risk 
associated with a user [Col. 5]. 

6. Regarding claim 3, Jancula discloses wherein obtaining user information from 
third parties comprises harvesting data from a web page accessed using the received 
user information [Col. 5]. 

7. Regarding claim 4, Jancula discloses wherein the third parties comprise a credit 
report service and a department of motor vehicles [Col. 5]. 

8. Regarding claim 5, Jancula discloses accessing the account; and handling 
financial transactions initiated by the user and associated with the account [Col. 6 figure 
1]- 

9. Regarding claim 6, Jancula discloses further comprising handling financial 
transactions imitated by the user and associated with the account if the user's ability to 
access the account is authenticated [Col. 6 figure 1]. 
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1 0. Regarding claim 7, Jancula discloses wherein authenticating the user's ability to 
access the account comprises verifying one or more of the user's social security 
number, name, address, phone number, date of birth, and driver's license number [Col. 
5-6]. 

1 1 . Regarding claim 8, Jancula discloses authenticating the user's ability to access 
the account comprises presenting the user with a challenge question to be answered by 
the user [Col. 5-6]. 

12. Regarding claim 9. Jancula discloses initiating a trial deposit into the account to 
further authenticate the user's ability to access the account [Col. 5-6]. 

13. Regarding claim 10, Jancula discloses wherein the account is a financial 
account [Col. 5-6]. 

14. Regarding claim 11, Jancula discloses requesting a cancelled check associated 
with the financial account to further authenticate the user's ability to access the financial 
account, and comparing information on the cancelled check with information obtained 
from third-party sources [Col. 5]. 
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15. Regarding claim 12, Jancula discloses one or more computer-readable 
memories containing a computer program that is executable by a processor to perform 
the method recited in claim 1 [Col. 5-6]. 

16. Regarding claim 13, this claim recites similar language as to claim 1 and is 
rejected on the same grounds. 

17. Regarding claim 14, this claim recites similar language as to claim 2 and is 
rejected on the same grounds. 

18. Regarding claim 15, Jancula discloses verifying a user identity based on 
information provided by the user, wherein verifying comprises comparing information 
received from the user with information obtained from a third party [Col. 5-6[. 

19. Regarding claim 16, Jancula discloses verifying a user identity based on 
information from a third-party source comprising a credit report service [Col. 5]. 

20. Regarding claim 17, this claim recites similar language as to claim 5 and is 
rejected on the same grounds. 

21 . Regarding claim 18, this claim recites similar language as to claim 6 and is 
rejected on the same grounds. 
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22. Regarding claim 19, this claim recites similar language as to claim 7 and is 
rejected on the same grounds. 

23. Regarding claim 20, this claim recites similar language as to claim 8 and is 
rejected on the same grounds. 

24. Regarding claim 21 , this claim recites similar language as to claim 9 and is 
rejected on the same grounds. 

25. Regarding claim 22, this claim recites similar language as to claim 1 1 and is 
rejected on the same grounds. 

26. Regarding claim 23, this claim recites similar language as to claim 12 and is 
rejected on the same grounds. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to KEVIN POE whose telephone number is (571)272-9789. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 9:30am - 6:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Kramer can be reached on 571-272-6783. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
/James A. Kramer/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3693 
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